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In love mysticism, the issue of encountering the systems of signs and
the act of signifying in a special way has led to the representation and
organization of the macro-sign of the world unity or the state of presence.
That is the way that the referential and arbitrary function of language turns
to be absent, and the signs acquire symbolic functions and deeper layers of
meaning. The signifying aspects of allegories and metaphors
reconstructing the atmosphere of presence in the world before the
annihilation dates back to the pre-language stage. Based on this, the
experience of presence in line with the experiencer's lived time, and the
time split in the place dimension with a different structure and passing
from an active and physical place comes out in atmosphere in the field of
intuitive experience in a different surface structure, and passing over an
actional and physical place. Among the mystic writings, Rumi’s sonnets,
from semiotics’ perspective, are allegories and metaphors reconstructing
presence atmosphere or diverse and multi-layered unity. The main
question in this article is that how the artistic reconstruction of the author-
narrator of Shams-e Tabrizi’s sonnets in representing the atmosphere of
presence existent in the lingual-narrative codes of the text is organized?
The research methodology is descriptive-analytical, and properly in line
with the epistemology that governs the text. The result demonstrates that,
through narrating based on the presence, the author-narrator of Shams-e
Tabrizi’s sonnets has utilized each of the allegories and micro-macro
metaphors with signifiers of biological and epistemological domains so as
to explain the nature of the mysterious, ambiguous, opaque, devouring,
indeterminate, inseparable, infinite and extended atmosphere of the unity
world.

Cite this article: piroozi Nejad, Farasat, Yaghoobi Janbeh Sarayi, Parsa, Malmir, Taimoor. (2023). State of Presence
Atmosphere in Artistic Reconstruction of Author-Narrator in Shams-e Tabrizi’s Sonnets.
Journal of Lyrical Literature Researches, 21 (41), 75-96.

[ONolS

© The Author(s).

http//doi.org/:10.22111/jlIr.2022.42570.3068

Publisher: University of Sistan and Baluchestan.



https://orcid.org/0009-0007-0173-8006
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6017-924X
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7417-2188

Journal of Lyrical Literature Researches, VVol. 21, No.41, 2023 | 76

Extended Abstract

1.Introduction

Love mysticism, in line with mystical epistemology of states such as annihilation and union, unity
and presence, represents the mystical status of presence. In Rumi’s mysticism, one of the key concepts
is the problem of “presence”, and the atmosphere distribution is deeply related to the man and God
relationship. In mystics’ view, due to the stream of descent, the subject has failed to be present in the
pre-signification universe, and the regretfulness for the return with the initial unity has been
institutionalized deeply in him. The initial existence and the existence before entering the universe of
signs and symbolic systems were indeterminate. In mystical thoughts, like the mythological thoughts,
the intuition and atmosphere are the basic factors. The atmosphere is in relation with the objective and
lived experiences of Rumi. He sometimes makes us face the situations. And of course, being unable,
he sometimes refuses to tell, and conceals some issues .Though the problem of presence is an
ontological subject, it has got epistemological aspect in mystical texts. The unity space for any poet or
author is illustrated by a thought device. Influenced by his religious, cultural and ideological
backgrounds, Rumi seeks to represent the status of presences. Rumi exploits his signs in the form of
codes that dominate his thought and language. This codes are interpreted in relation with another
world. By the strategy of presences and the act of signifying and symbolic behavior, the narrator
attempts to overcome the status of absence and lack. The discourse of “presence”, in the mystical texts
and particularly the sonnets of Rumi, is the most significant. It is the strategy by which the narrator,
symbolically and by signifying, attempts to exit from the absence and lack as the outcomes. This
writing demonstrates the signs of presence, the significations as the outcome of presence, and the
reception of the meaningful system in Shams Tabrizi’s sonnets.This research attempts to answer the
following questions:How is the truth of presence space and unity in artistic reconstruction of author-
narrator in Shams-e Tabrizi’s sonnets?What subjects and areas frame are the signs of space presence
categorized in ?How is the parallel reading of shared aspects of signifier and signified in allegory and
metaphor-making?

2-Research methodology

In this writing, the reconstruction of author-narrator in Shams-e Tabrizi’s sonnets in a descriptive-
analytical manner is investigated and demonstrated for reading properly on the basis of the
epistemology dominant in the text.

3-Discussion

Experiences of joining and discovery and mystical intuition are unrepeatable and inexpressible, and
resist against expressing and revealing. The person encountering the experiences and such moments,
tries to grasp it as much as possible and express it indirectly at least. Through creativity in the space of
poem, the poet finds a great contribution in establishing a relationship with the audience, and through
the atmosphere-providing passer-by, he can induce more emotion, transfer the lived experience and
the poem coherence. This is one of the aesthetic criteria and rhetorical values of poetry. As the greatest
mystical figure of Persian literature, Rumi has illustrated the atmosphere of presence depending on his
intellectual device and religious and epistemological backgrounds. Through the linguistic complexities
such as allegory, metaphor, metonymy and sarcasm, Rumi expresses his mystical states and truths.
Atmosphere is related to Rumi's background and experiences. Comprehending the poetic world of
words is the outcome of his lived experience and of what he has seen and heard and what he has not
seen and heard. Encountering the hidden and unmanifest world and its inexpressible truths, Rumi tries
to reveal and expose the atmosphere of presence by exploiting his mental and spiritual capacities
which are the outcomes of his inner-self refinement, discovery and intuition, by his manner of
expressing and his words’ miracle, and also by the phenomena of the material world. Sometimes he
opens up situations to us, and of course, where he refrains from speaking, he also conceals things.
Experiences of presence lack the temporal and atmospherical features, and cannot be described. While
being streaming, diverse and plural, they have a unique language, and the mystic has gained
knowledge about their beginning and completion. Rumi has managed the single world with diverse
and multiple interpretations and themes. The phenomena of the material world and the natural world in
connection with the poet's mentality find an allegory and counterpoint in what is beyond this world. In
this way, novel similes and metaphors are created in depth and with deeper layers. He has not limited
himself to the exterior nature, and the single and eternal topics have developed illusion, image,
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meaning and themes in his poetry. In Shams's sonnets, there is harmony and similarity with the images
of Rumi as in water, sea and the sun; Rumi also values the heavenly signs the most. The function of
allegory in Rumi’s poetry is mostly used to exit from the world of material, to remove its
complications and multiplicity, access the higher worlds, and to draw the atmosphere of presence .
Metaphor and metonymy are the devices through which we reach something beyond the apparent
signified, and the limitation of meaning in the linguistic system ends up. The function of metaphor in
Molavi's poetry makes the levels of signification and meaning-making expanded. In his poetry, the
phenomena are taken as metaphors that are beyond their objective and experimental scope, and give
more dominance to the presence of the spiritual realm in the sonnet.
4-Conclusion
The epistemology known as love mysticism in Shams-e Tabrizi’s sonnets has been formed based on
the key concept or the macro-signifier of "presence". Presence enables the subject to exit from the
closed state of being present in the material world and the running and everyday system, and to
experience another world beyond the time and space in the field of lived experience. While
considering the space equal to special situations that are attributed to, or describe the certain characters
ranging from fairies to prophets, the artistic signifiers reconstructed by the author-narrator of Shams-e
Tabrizi’s lyrical poems about the experience of presence gives the audience-experiencer the
opportunity to encounter special times and places, in which the space for comprehending him becomes
expandable and enables it to be continuous: the desert, sea, orchard, flower garden, roof, revel, and
wedding symbolically causes the extension and expansion of the space, ascendancy signifier, and the
greatness of the monstrous world. And spring, night, Eid, Nowruz, Hashr (Resurrection Day) and
doomsday appear somehow in the form of a metamorphosis, revived life the emergence of the unseen
world, and the return to the world of unity in the audience-experience phenomenon. Of course, these
phenomena persist in other ways: as the act of hiding in a cave, a well, a shack, a tent, a hidden
treasure, a candle in a basin signify the hiddeness of the truth and the depth and width of the universe
and the monstrous world, the fairy, dust, and clouds are also the signifiers of the mysterious and
ambiguous atmosphere of the presence and inaccessible atmosphere of the other. These experiences-
emerging in the text and sensational-perceptual processes of the audience-experiencer and sensational
actions aligned with them— contribute to the persistence and promotion of the presence atmosphere in
the abstract places created by the subjects such as apple orchard, Yemen and the desert. Hence,
narrating based on the representation of the presence atmosphere, the author-narrator of Shams-e
Tabrizi’s lyric poems has utilized each of these allegories and micro-macro metaphors to elaborately
explain the mysterious, ambiguous, unclear, infinite, inseparable, indeterminate, streaming and
devouring atmosphere of the world. The space that has no relationship with the individualized world
and full of boundaries and anxiety arising from it. Such an atmosphere has nothing to do with the
world which is distinguished, demarcated and stressed as its outcome.
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